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Pastor Dave’s Reflections

Pastor Dave’s Greetings

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was not room for them in
the inn. Luke 2:7

The statement has been made that one
cannot tell a book by its cover. The only way to
find out about the book is to read it. I would like
to modify the statement to read that one cannot
tell what a gift is like by its wrapping. Many a
gift recipient has found this to be especially true
at Christmas each year. Sometimes it is not the
size of the present, the kind of paper it is
wrapped in or how carefully or many times the
gift has been wrapped or even the name on the
tag telling who the gift is from that determines
its worth.

This is especially true as I think about the
gift of God’s presence in the baby born in Bethle-
hem, Jesus. Jesus was wrapped much like many
other children of the day and time. No one would
have been able to discern the regal status of Je-
sus simply by gazing at him as he lay in the
manger. Had it not been for the angels, shep-
herds, and magi, the world might not have
known about God’s gift Mary so carefully
wrapped.

‘mwg

OSL/Melo Faith Connection

What is also true about this gift is that it
truly is a gift that keeps on giving. There are
many gift options that taut themselves as such.
After awhile even the best gift given runs out or
comes up short. As God’s gift to the world, Jesus
continues to grant grace, forgiveness, love,
peace, hope and strength to meet the challenges

of life head on.

Like the best of gifts given, unless the gift
is put to use, it simply gathers dust and over
time may even fall victim to destructive forces.
There is nothing that can destroy what Jesus
brings to the threshold of people’s lives. If, how-
ever, God’s gift is left on the threshold or put
somewhere for “safe keeping” it will have little
or no effect. It is only as the gift is unwrapped
and allowed to be woven into a life that its full-
ness will be realized.

While Jesus was indeed Mary’s firstborn
son, He has been, is and will always be the Sav-
ior of the world. What a potent and public pres-
ence Mary wrapped with a mother’s love and we
have the privilege of having unwrapped for eter-
nity.

- Merry Christmas -

Pastor Dave

Melo Annual Meeting will be Sunday,
January 15th at 9:00am

Our Savior’s Annual Meeting will be
Sunday, February 5th at 10:45am
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Our Saviors Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
October 17, 2011

Members Present: Pastor Dave,
Julie Hille, Janice Grochow,
Kairouan Porter, and llene Es-
tabrook

Members Absent: Karen Rittman,
Nick Johnson, Jason Clark, Dean
Maruska, and Carol Anderson
DUE TO BEET HARVEST A QUO-
RUM WAS NOT PRESENT FOR
THE BOARD MEETING ALL VOT-
ING WILL TAKE PLACE AT A
SPECIAL MEETING MONDAY
OCTOBER 24, 2011

Treasurer’s report was reviewed.

Devotions read by Kairouan Porter,
next month llene Estabrook

Minutes from September19, 2011
council meeting was reviewed.

Pastors Report:

September 19th-21st was the
synod’s Rostered Leaders Retreat.
The presentations during the event
centered on worship and gave dif-
ferent examples and ideas for wor-
ship in congregations.

Warren Ministerial met on Tuesday
October 11.

October 16th was the Fall Steward-
ship meeting for conferences 1-4.
Along with music of Nate Houge,
there was conversation about how
stewardship is accomplished in
congregations and ways to tweak
it.

Confirmation has begun and there
are currently 36 students between
grades 7 and 10. The two largest
groups are the 8" and 9" grade
classes with a combined total of 25.
Pastor will be looking for ideas for
next year, as all 25 will make up
the class of 2013. Beginning with
October 2012, 25 mentors will be
needed.

The Men’s Bible Study has re-
sumed gathering on Thursday
mornings.

ODC also has resumed for the
school year.

Visits — 4 hospital, 3 nursing home,
2 families

As was mentioned in the an-
nouncement on October 9, THANK
YOU for the thoughts and prayer
support for my family at the time of
my dad’s death.

Upcoming — There is a Steward-
ship Workshop coming up in No-
vember. The middle school gather-
ing is November 18-19 at the
Alerus.

Oral Communications

A letter of resignation from Mike
Novacek effective November 30th.
Nick Johnson resigned from the
council effective immediately.

Committee Reports

Stewardship and Mission:

The church signs have been in-
stalled in the four corners of War-
ren. Thank you Kairouan for finish-
ing the long awaited project.
Kairouan reported that the sign on
the East side of town has bubbles,
a call will be made to Bulldog De-
signs.

Pledge Cards & Stewardship — A
rough draft of the pledge card was
presented with a list of
“Stewardship of Time and Talents”.
Worship and Evangelism:
Communion servers for November
6 — llene, Janice, Kairouan; for No-
vember 20- Kairouan, Janice and
Julie.

New Member Sunday is November
6.

Advent book — some more pieces
to be added, deadline was October
16. The Pastor is going to ask the
confirmation students if any would
be willing to share their faith state-
ments for the advent book.

Education and Youth:

Christmas program has been de-
cided upon.

Property and Management:

OSL/Melo Faith Connection

Parsonage Basement — Kairouan
to meet with Jon Gerszewski.
Narthex Water issue — Wayne filled
the crack in the back. There has
not been enough rain to see if the
fix worked.

The parsonage needs a new ther-
mostat.

Unfinished Business:

Staff Support Update — Not com-
pleted as of yet

Servant Group Leader position —
No update

LSS Donation — Tabled

Minot Flood Relief — Without the
match the total is $1666.00, Pastor
stated he wishes to donate the
money left over from his father’s
memorials to the flood relief pro-
ject.

November 23 — Community
Thanksgiving Service

Christmas and New Years Services
- Candlelight Service is scheduled
for December 11._ Christmas Eve
service will be held at OSL at 4:30,
Christmas Day at Melo, time to be
determined.

Trees — No update, if no contact is
made trees will be purchased.
Pathways Membership — A discus-
sion to remain a member; member-
ship is $3.50 per baptized member.
Membership includes discount for
students attending the camp. ltis
still more money than going to Park
River Bible Camp. This will be dis-
cussed at annual meeting.

New Business:

Resignation of Mike Novacek and
council member Nick Johnson will
be discussed at special meeting on
Monday, October 24th at 7:00pm.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted
llene Estabrook
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December Youth
News Letter

Dec. Acolytes
Dec 4 - Maison Carlson and Noah Anderson

Dec 11 - Hayden Strickler
Dec 18 - Ashlee Johnson and Sadie Scherber

Dec 25 - Service at 10:00am at Melo

Confirmation

Dec 4 — 10t graders meets after church.
Dec 7- 3:30p 7" gr, 4:45p 8t gr, 6p 9™ gr
Dec 14 — 3:30p 7t gr, 4:45p 8thgr, 6p 9t gr

Confirmation will resume on Jan 4 2012.

The MOOSE meeting will be held from 2pm-4pm on
Dec 4" for 6-12th grade. We will listen to Christmas
carols, eat goodies, and play Christmas trivia/games.

NYG Fundraiser

The Youth going to the National Youth Gathering will be put-

ting on a meal after the Sunday School Christmas program on
Dec. 11, 2011. Everyone is welcome to stay for good food and
fellowship!

Just a Note...

Pastor Dave and Heather took 9 youth to the
Jr. High Youth Gathering on Nov 18 and 19.
The youth had a great time.

OSL/Melo Faith Connection

- - -

> Remember Christmas
by Valerie L. Plowman

Red reminds of the blood He spilt
to wash away and cleanse all of our quilt
White is for His actions, most pure.
: Through sinless per{e:tion. He 4id endure.
Green is for the life eternal
we can obtain through our Lord supernal.
The starshines like the one so bright
that twinkled above that first Christmas night.
The fr treeis for many things:
the tree of Jesse--the father of kings,
s and forthe needles pointing to the Lord--
that little babe we all adored.
The wregth shows one eternal round;
the begin’ of the Lord cannot be found.
The lightsreming us that this babe
is the ligk‘c of the world, and born to save.
) The candy cane is for the crook;

8

hot ohe sheep or lamb the shepherd forsook.
The Christmas bellswe love to ring
proclaim joy! The birth of 2 newborn king.
These symbols remingd us that we, ¢
rore like the three wise men all now should be.
Earnestly seeking to find the new babe
who humbly in 2 manger laid.

Look for these web sites to stay informed...

pathwaysbiblecamp.com
parkriverbiblecamp.org

WWW.oursaviors-warren.com

&

Youth Director-Heather Goroski

oslyouth@frontier.com

Phone: 745-4478 & leave a voice mail.


http://www.oursaviors-warren.com/
mailto:oslyouth@frontier.com
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,f lived into the theme
'Be." at the Synod's
Youth Gathering in Grand Forks, ND. It was a truly remarkable
event, with Trey Everett and Dan Wolpert of MICAH walking
with us through the theme verses of Romans 12:2 and Psalm
46:10, and teaching prayer practices through example and drama.
Bishop Larry Wohlrabe shared his faith story and added the word

"belonger" to our vocabularies.

Breakout sessions included a "taste" of our synod's two bible
camps Luther Crest and Pathways. They came together to lead us
in awesome worship. Participants learned other ways to pray,
including a prayer labyrinth, painting a mural, journaling, creating

with Play Dough, doing Lexio Divina, remembering their bap-
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tisms with wading pools full of water, as well as many other
things. The students wove prayer bracelets: one for themselves
and one to be sent to a place of their choosing: Minot, College De
La Grace in Haiti, or our companion synod in India. Our offerings
were designated for “Flood of Love” to help flood victims in
Minot, ND.

We had a lot of fun as well, there was a game show, "Minute to
Win It, or Don't" hosted by Chaplain Coco and assisted by
"Buzzzz Baldwin". They also danced, spent time at the water

park, played games or watched movies.

Mark your calendars for the Senior High gathering, with the
same theme "Be." at the Castaway Club near Detroit Lakes,
March 31st -April 1st.

On behalf of the Synod's LYO Board, thank you for coming to the

gathering and for your continued support of our synod's young

people.

Kristina Johnson LYO Advisor and Gathering Coordinator

Please welcome our Staff Support Committee:

Linda Hamrick 745-5370
Jodi Gulden 745-6925
Bev Duckstad 745-5486

Ron Leverington 745-5102

POIT T

staff

Support
Committee

If you have any questions, concerns, or comments about or for Pastor, the secre-
tary or custodian please feel free to contact one of the people above. They will be

meeting once a month.

Help us wel-
come Keith

position of

Church Maintenance nance.

Poverud to the
OSL Staff! He
has taken the

church mainte-

Your 2012 Offering
Envelopes are ready
for pick up outside
of the office. If you
wish to sign up for
Simply Giving, please contact
Emily in the office.

New |
Offering
Envelopées
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OUR SAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH ,

WARREN, MINNESOTA Total Available $21,923.90
October 2011 Less Expenditures $11,345.95
Balance on Hand 10,577.95
Treasure’s Report General Account
Balance on Hand $5, 407.10 Other OSL Accounts
Receipts Project 2000 Offering $360.00
General Offering $15,510.30 Project 2000 Balance $9,273.37
Christmas $200.00
Lutheran Magazine $150.50 Mission Offering $140.00
Thank offering $120.00 Mission Fund Balance $3,165.45
Thanksgiving $100.00 $2,000 given to Minot Flood Relief
Postage $275.00
Utilities $150.00 Memorial Fund Offering $0.00
Thrivent Choice $11.00 Memotial Fund Balance $7,072.32
Total Income $16,516.80
- Bremer CD $40,000
Expenditures
Our World Mission $0.00 Bremer MM Fund $5,061.17
Salaries $8,849.60
Buildings $1,775.94 OSL Bell Ringer $662.74
Education $65.25 OSL Servant Group $2,559.97
Activity $465.98
Office $115.14
Custodial $74.04
Parsonage $0.00

Total Expenditures $11,345.95

Simply Giving 11/6/2011|11/13/2011| 11/20/2011 11/27/2011(Total for

General S 1,605.00 |$ 2,213.00 |$ 3,188.00|$ 2,320.25 |S 2,975.00 $12,301.25
Postage S 175.00 $175.00
Utilities S 150.00 $150.00
Thank offering S 25.00 $25.00
Thanksgiving $ 20.00 S 80.00 $100.00
Youth Group S 50.00 $50.00
NW MN Synod S 100.00 $100.00
WELCA $ 5.00 $5.00
Project 2000 S 60.00 |s 50.00| S 50.00 | $ 50.00 $100.00 $310.00
Mission S 20.00 S 50.00 $15.00 $85.00
Endowment S 40.00 $40.00
Total S 1,725.00 |$ 2,308.00|S 3,243.00|S$ S 3,445.00 $13,341.25
Attendance SG 75 90 148 55

Total to General Fund $12,751.25
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries
Chase Anderson

Mike Palm
Austin Wittman

12- Kirby Kilen
Steve Kuzel
Larry Rud

2- Jan Johnston A- Donnie & Linda Hamrick

3- Ilene Slusar 13- Ashley Helgeson

4- Rhonda Owens Jessica Myrfield
Rick Solberg 14- Linda Hamrick
Rita Walker Adam Mischel

5- Milo Monroe 15- Kevin Hjelseth

6- John Sedlacek Lucas Kostrzewski
Liz Yeado Mike Miller

7- Hayden Strickler A— Heather & Mike

8- Gerald Hamm Goroski
A— Pat & Mike Williams 17~ Lambert Kostrzewski

10- Macey Boe 18- John Walker
Michelle Strickler 19- Jim Bustrack

11- Carol Anderson Carrie DeLisle
Shawn Spidahl Alexis Jevning
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Sarah Kostrzewski

A- Earl & Linda John 27- Darren Carlson

won Matt Myrfield
1;)_ Peder & Karen Lar Bette Solberg
n
i 28- Jessica Olson
20- Elliott Clark e
Michelle Hebert Ba: yG eirson
2 -
Faith Porter 9 He ty ;at amk
A- Gary & Violet Eng ayne rotuce
strom 30- Jacquie Clark

21- Sharon Carlson
22- David Duckstad

A- Tim & Linda Conely
23- Violet Engstrom

Phil Thompson

A- Lana & Alan Maruska

24— Kristen Hanson
If your birthday or anniversary is
missing or incorrect please con-
tact the church office.

25— Danelle Klassy
26- Caden Benson

Lacey Riopelle

“Church Lady Bill” alters food safety requirements

Minnesota statute now exempts faith-based organizations
from the need to obtain a food license—but there are a few
conditions. This chang
Bill,” took effect on

In many situations under this new bill, your worship center
will not need to obtain a food license. However, there are a
few exceptions of which you need to be aware. These ex-
ceptions depend upon what the food will be used for and
where it will be prepared and served.

For food served at weddings, funerals or other meals that

are associated with religious activities:

9 Food must be prepared and served in a building that
was constructed for and is primarily used for religious
worship or education.

For food served at fundraisers or community events held by
your organization:
1 Food must be prepared and served in your organiza-
tion’s building(s) or
9 A certified food manager or a volunteer trained in food
safety must train the other food preparers in safe food

handling practices.

If these conditions are not met, your organization will not be
exempt, and you will need to obtain a food license. One
such examp eding g,food i
eW'!]i%l r?]%@@rg{pq%p’are b%k(ié;i éoﬁs at heirﬁr:omes and
Abring tthem t7o 'the rel.
served.

Food served in any of the environments below is still not
exempt under the changes in the law and a license is re-
quired. This list is not all-inclusive.

1 Schools and day cares
1 Camps and lodging facilities

1 Organization booths at the Minnesota State Fair or
county fairs

Although the bill does not state what specifically constitutes
food safety training, the Minnesota Department of Health
provides a list of food safety training resources on their web-
site at http://www.healtr}.state.mn.lés/givs/eh/food/fmc/

cBufdes Himt. S oun

OSL will implement these changes Jan. 1, 2012

8e' ab kﬁsalefox C

¢

hur

ol
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December Servants

Leaders:

Randy and Wanda Gubrud 7455431
Bill and Eliz Porter 7454354

Ushers:

December 4 John Amundgaard, Gerald Hamm,
Darby Boe, Jim Folz

December 1TJohn Amundgaard, Ken Palm, Jim Fol

Candlelight Ken Palm, Jim Folz, Randy Gubrud, Gé-

rald Hamm

December t&Randy Gubrud, Jim Folz, Gerald Ham
Ken Palm

December 24Ken Palm, Jim Folz, Gerald Hamm,
Ernie Slusar

December 2bMelo

Lectors:

December 4 Kay Anderson
December 1Bunday School Program
December 1&ay Anderson
December 24Pastor Peterson
December 25Melo

Psalm Readers

December 4 5th Grade

December 1Bunday School Program
December 1&th Grade

December 24Pastor Peterson
December 2bMelo

Mission Action Notes

We have had our ship-
ping date of November 12th fo

Lutheran World Relief. We Ah
sent: 84 Layettes, 106 School
Kits, 26 Sewing Kits, 77 Healtk%és-rslgll“

Kits, we also sent 24 blankets.
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Flowers: Bev Clausen

Coffee Hosts:

December 4 Belinda Folz, Jennifer Palm

December 11Eliz Porter, Wanda Gubrud
Candlelight Wanda Gubrud, Kay Anderson, Donna
Franks, Jo Sorenson, Pam Wohlers

December ¥8Amanda Boe and Wanda Gubrud
December 24No Coffee

ecember 26Melo

ursery:
December 4 Attend your own Children
December 11Attend your own Children
December 24Attend your own Children
December 24Attend your own Children

Communion Servers:

December 4 llene Estabrook, Kairouan Porter, Julie
Hille

December 18llene Estabrook, Karen Rittmann, Ja-
son Clark

December 24 Jason Clark, Dean Maruska

Communion Bread: Eliz Porter

Melo Custodians:

December 4  Jim Pearson
December 118 Larry Rud
December 25 Jeremy Solvik

takes cooperation and these people have it down pat,
AND they volunteer! We are so blessed!

We are now working on quilts for Marshall
County Social Services and the Mission in Grand
Forks. There is also a table for any items you may
wish to donate to the Mission. There is a list of items
needed most are for personal care. Take a moment
to check out the list and maybe even thank the Lord

Thank you to all that have contributed to any of thefor what you have! But for the grace of God, it could

kits or brought blankets. We couldn't do this with-
out YOU!

Special thanks to Al and Marilyn Chruszch
and Jim Bjorgaard. Al and Marilyn deliver them to
Thief River and Jim is ready to load the pigg.
Carrying the many boxes up the stops and loading

be one of us needing a helping hand, a roof over our
head, our next meal, and prayers.

In the coming Christmas season, may we all
reach out to those around us in what ever their need
be. You will be blessed.

Mission Action
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
9:00AM ODC 9:30 AM 10:30 AM  Men's
Bible Study Bible Study
1:00 PM Quilting 3:30 PM 7th
¢ Grade Conf.
4:45 PM 8th
Advent Grade Conf.
9:00 AM  Melo Worship 6:00 PM 9th
9:30 AM Grade Conf.
9:30 AM  NO Sunday 7:00 PM
School
10:45 AM  OSL Worship
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Holy Communion 5:30 PM 9:00 AM ODC 9:30 AM 10:30 AM  Men's 2:00 PM Kitchen Rented
9:00 AM  Melo Worship Bible Study Bible Study 10:00 AM SS
9:30 AM 1:00 PM  Quilting 3:30 PM  7th Practice
9:30 AM  Sunday School Grade Conf.
10:45 AM  OSL Worship 4:45 PM 8th
11:45 AM  10th Grade Conf. Grade Conf.
2:00 PM 6-12th MOOSE 6:00 PM 9th
Grade Conf.
6:00 PM
6:00 PM WELCA
Board Meeting
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday School Program 9:00 AM ODC Good Samaritan 10:30 AM  Men's
9:00 AM  Melo Worship Bible Study Christmas Party Bible Study
9:30 AM 11:30 AM  Warren [9:30 AM
9:30 AM  Sunday School Ministerial Asso-
10:45 AM  OSL Worship ciation Meeting 3:30 PM 7th
11:45am Fellowship Din- 1:00 PM  Quilting Grade Conf.
ner 4:45 PM  8th
7:00 PM Christmas Candle- Grade Conf.
light Service 6:00 PM 9th
Grade Conf.
7:00 PM
7:30 PM Sarah/
Dorcus Circle
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Holy Communion 6:00 PM 9:00 AM ODC 9:30 AM First Day of Win- 4:30 PM  Christ-
9:00 AM  Melo Christmas Bible Study ter mas Eve Service
Program 6:00 PM  Worship |1:00 PM Quilting 7:00 PM 10:30 AM  Men's
9:30 AM & Evangelism Bible Study
9:30 AM  Sunday School Committee Meet-
10:45 AM  OSL Worship ing
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Christmas Day 1:00 PM  Quilting 9:30 AM 10:30 AM  Men's
10:00 AM  Joint Service at Bible Study

Melo

7:00 PM




Our Savior’s & Melo
Lutheran Church

220 W. Johnson Ave.
Warren, MN 56762

Our Savi

Lessons for December

December dlsaiah 40111
Psalm 85:2, 813

2 Peter 3:85a

Mark 1:18

December Hlsaiah 61:4, 811
Psalm 126

1 Thessalonians 5:28

John 148, 1928

December B2 Samuel 711, 16
Luke 1:46¥65

or s can

Romans 16:287
Luke 1:2638

December 2d1saiah 9:27
Psalm 96

Titus 2:1414

Luke 2:114[1520]

December 2blsaiah 62:612
Psalm 97

Titus 3:47

Luke 2:120




