
RSVP’s NEEDED for 125th Celebration!! 

Lawn Chair 

Sunday 
Our Savior’s 

and Melo will 

participate in 

a joint service on Sunday, June 

12th at Holiday Park starting at 

10:30am.  Don’t forget to bring 

your lawn chair, dishes, silver-

ware, and meat (if you wish to 

grill), a dish to share for the pot-

luck.  Grills will be provided. 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME 

WORSHIP! 

Summer Choir 

Choir will meet on Wednesday, June 15th at 7:30pm.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  You do not need to be a professional!  Choir will meet about once a 
month during the summer.  Check the upcoming bulletins and newsletter for 

the July practice. 
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Our Savior’s and Melo 

Lutheran Churches 

220 West Johnson Ave. 

Warren, MN 56762 
www.oursaviors-

warren.com 

 

Pastor 

David Peterson 

oursaviors@invisimax.com 

Office 218-745-4232 

Parsonage 218-745-7505 

218-523-4595 (Viking) 

Cell 701-388-7364 

 

Office Staff 

Emily Swope 

osl@invisimax.com 

218-745-4478 

 

Youth Director 

Heather Goroski 

oslyouth@invisimax.com 

 

 
A video of OSL Sunday 

worship can be seen on 

Mondays at 10:00am on 

cable channel 13. 

 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

Melo 9:00am 

Our Savior’s 10:45am 

Starting June 19th 

Our Savior’s 9:00am 

Melo 10:45am 

Worship Times… 

Will change on June 19th. 

OSL will worship at 9:00am 

Melo will worship at 10:45am 

New Member Sunday 

June 5th 
Please welcome the newest members to Our Savior’s 

Emily Harder 

Wayne Johnson, Mary Helgeson, Thomas, Tyler and 
Ashley Helgeson, Anna and Alexander Johnson 

 

VBS is right 

around the 

corner.  Come 

to Our Savior's 

on June 6th at 

6:00pm for fun filled evenings with 

many God Sightings, music, fun, 

and discovering how God is Wild 

about you!  For grades Pre-school- 

6th grade. 

This is not just for the kids, but for 
all ages who want to experience 

Psalm 139 for yourself as an adult 
class will be offered at 

7:00pm.  Come and join in the fun!   

Make sure you bring a friend!! 

June 20 



They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one an-
other, “What is this? A new teaching--with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
him.” Mark 1:27 

 
 “What is this?” The people gathered around Jesus 
were astounded by how he handled an unclean spirit as he 
restored well being to an unnamed man in the synagogue in 
Capernaum one Sabbath. The question they ask as they try 
to make sense of what happened is not new. Nor is the 
question strictly a cue for confirmation catechism memoriza-
tion. Actually the question might be better recognized when 

asked in this way, “What does this mean?” 
 This question is not limited to the crowd around 
Jesus in that Capernaum synagogue or Martin Luther as he 
thought about the 10 commandments, the creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the sacraments and wrote the explanations we 
have in the Small Catechism. This question is considered 
with and is part of every relationship a person has. This 
question helps us think about and express what we believe 
as individuals, congregations, and a church body and how 

we live out what we believe.  
 One of the activities that is a catalyst and fuel for 
thinking about this question is worship. By design worship is 
not intended to be an optional family activity; but one that as 
family members of the body of Christ we gather for just as 
we gather around table for a family meal or some other fam-
ily enriching activity. In the coming months many families will 
be on the move during perhaps the busiest travel time of the 
year. I would encourage you as you travel, whether far or 
near, to include taking time for worship wherever you may 
be. As you do, let worship help frame how you consider the 
question, “What does this mean?” as the kingdom of God 

continues breaking in among us in Jesus Christ. 
 Over the next few months it is this question that I 
will wrestle with in this space. I will use the different sections 
of the Small Catechism to help shape my monthly reflec-
tions. Hopefully, together we can let this question, “What 
does this mean?” shape how we think about and live out our 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 
Pastor Dave 

Congregational Leadership Academy 
The Congregational Leadership Academy (CLA) is a new 
and exciting opportunity for training lay leaders. Because of 
a unique partnership with the Eastern North Dakota and 
Northwestern Minnesota Synods, along with the ELCA 
Churchwide expression, we are able to offer this new oppor-
tunity for training congregational members in specific areas 
of ministry. The Congregational Leadership Academy’s mis-
sion is to equip lay leaders with “best practices” for using 
their God given gifts in service to the 
congregation. 
The pilot session of the Congregational Leadership Acad-
emy will strengthen gifts in Evangelism/Hospitality and Invit-

ing. It launches June 11, 2011. 
Focus 1 will equip lay leaders:  
  in the theology of evangelism  
  in the importance of faith sharing  
  in the skills and art of welcoming  
  in building skills to seek/encourage others to become 

active in the work and life of the congregation  
Steps for enrollment and participation:  
  Nominees submit an enrollment form and a letter of 

recommendation from their pastor.  
  Enrollment and recommendation forms are  
 available on the synod website www.eandsynod.org or 

call the synod office at (701) 232.3381.  
  CLA training consists of six - 6 hour sessions, partici-

pation in a mentor group, and completion of assign-

ments/readings. It takes 9 months to complete.  
  The cost for training is $300 per participant, along with 

a $25 non-refundable application fee. The congregation 
is encouraged to help bear the cost of the training with 
the participant. Scholarships are available. Upon com-
pletion of the focus sessions and coursework, partici-
pants will receive a certificate of completion and recog-

nition at Synod Assembly.  
Anyone who wishes to audit a class/course for personal 
growth may enroll in the Congregational Leadership Acad-
emy at anytime. Only the enrollment form and a $50 pay-

ment is required.  

Pastor Dave’s Reflection 
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From the Treasure…  As summer brings a time of family vacation, please remember that the mission 

and ministry of the congregation does not take a vacation.  The mission and ministry of the congrega-

tion have seasonal and sometimes new avenues they respond to.  Thank you for all you have done to 

this point in the year and your continued support. 

Simply Giving is a convenient way to ensure that your support continues throughout the summer with-

out you having to be in town. 



 The April 18th OSL Council Meeting 
was called to order by President Nick Johnson in 
the church lounge. 
  Pastor Dave, Nick Johnson, Jason 
Clark, Rachel Roggenbuck, Karen Rittmann, 
Janice Grochow, Kairouan Porter, Dean Ma-
ruska, and Carol Anderson were in attendance 
along with Treasurer Emily Swope.  Ilene Es-
tabrook was absent 
  Treasurer Emily Swope presented the 
treasurer’s report.  It was noted that we have a 
low balance on hand.  Bills will be paid as they 
can.  Emily will put a piece in each weekly bulle-
tin telling how much money that we need per 
week. Janice Grochow motioned and Rachel 
Roggenbuck seconded the motion that this re-
port will be filed for audit.  
  Pastor Dave led us in prayer in place 
of devotions. 
  Jason Clark motioned and Karen Ritt-
mann seconded that we accept minutes of the 
March 21st meeting as printed. 
  Pastor Dave reported that he had done 
more telephone visits because of the ban on 
visitation at the nursing home and hospital.  He 
continues to work with Confirmation and the 1st 
Wednesday in May will be the last meeting until 
fall.  He has conducted the classes with the First 
Communion students, had 5 nursing home visits,  
7 home visits, and took communion to three 
home bound people.  He was present for the 
Warren Ministerial meeting and been involved 
with the area Lenten Services, the Thursday 
A.M. Bible Study, and the Tuesday morning 
ODC Bible Study.  He mentioned that Melo will 
have their Maundy Thursday Service on 
Wednesday evening, OSL will have a 7:00 P.M. 
Maundy Thursday Service, and that the Good 
Friday Service would be at First.  There will be a 
7:00 A.M. Sunrise Service at OSL followed by a 
pancake breakfast.  Melo and OSL will both 
have services Easter Sunday A.M. 
  Pastor Dave mentioned that the Mar-
shall County Fair Service will be on Sunday, July 
31st.  The Warren Ministerial Association will 
coordinate things, but contact has been made 
with the Oslo Pastor about the service,  He also 
mentioned that Newfolden has a Fall Fest week-
end  in mid September.  Pastor Barrett of the 
Evangelical Free Church would like to do a simi-
lar service at Newfolden that is done during the 
Fair.  This date would be 9-11-11 and could 
possibly involve other counties other than Mar-
shall. 
  The council accepted a letter of resig-
nation from Carol Anderson as one of the Co-
Chm of the Servant Groups effective 12-31-11.  

There will be a notice about this position in the 
newsletter and people interested should contact 
the church office.  It is hoped that a new person 
could be in place by July 31st. 
  There were no oral communications. 
 Committee Reports: 
 Stewardship and Missions- Karen Rittmann was 
thanked for the article that she wrote for the April 
Newsletter on the topic “Stewardship Is More 
Than $”.  She and Dean Maruska are working on 
more stewardship informational pieces to make 
everyone aware that financial giving is needed.  
There was a brief discussion on whether we 
should have pledge cards. 
Worship & Evangelism- Communion Servers for 
May 1st will be Nick Johnson, Dean Maruska 
and Jason Clark.  Pastor will be at the synod 
convention on May 15th, so communion will be 
on May 22nd when Karen Rittmann, Rachel 
Roggenbuck, and Carol Anderson will serve.  
Billy Saetre will present a concert at OSL in the 
fall of 2011.  Special music will be provided for 
Easter Sunday.  The directories arrived, but 
there was a printing problem with some of the 
photos.  The company is printing new ones and 
they will be shipped. It was clearly a problem of 
the printer.  The special talents have been well 
received.  Bridget, Levi, and Nathan Roggen-
buck, and Angela Spidahl have shared their 
special piano talents.  Thank-you’s were sent to 
them.  It was decided, due to the financial condi-
tion of the church, that Lawn Chair Sunday on 
June 12th be a potluck and that grills will be 
provided and people are welcome to bring their 
meat and cook it on the grills. 
Education and Youth- April 9th was a Family Fun 
Day with a Veggie Tales Movie for children and 
any family members.  10 kids were in atten-
dance. The Senior High Bemidji Youth Gathering 
was held April 1-3 at Castaway Club near Detroit 
Lakes with 5 boys and 2 adults attending.  The 
youth that are planning to attend the national 
youth gathering in 2012 are in the process of 
cleaning the church.  They served 2 Lenten sup-
pers, and cookies following one Lenten Service.  
Various MOOSE Meetings have been held.  The 
Sunday School presented a very impressive 
Easter program on Palm Sunday.  Rachel Rog-
genbuck, Leanne Novacek, and Heather Goroski 
were in charge along with the classroom teach-
ers.  VBS will be June 6-9 with Karen Rittmann 
in charge.  She has set up a web site for regis-
tration at https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/
oslwarren/ 
Property and Management- The locks on the 
church office doors have been adjusted, the 
shelf in the choir loft has been moved, and signs 

in the basement have been put up to indicate 
that we have an elevator that people may use to 
go to or from the basement.  It was also sug-
gested that when there is a funeral or other large 
gathering that Pastor Dave announce that the 
elevator is available.  Karen has been working 
on the possibility of replacing the narthex door to 
the courtyard with a window.  This is not needed 
as an exit as there is an exit through the closet.  
The door is in rough shape and often water 
seeps under this door.  It has been a continuous 
problem for some time. 
 Old Business: 
It was noted that the Staff Support Committee 
met in late September with Ron Leverington and 
Bev Duckstad, potential members, present.  
Jeanie Ulferts met with them to outline the duties 
of this committee.  This committee still hasn’t 
been activated.  Kairouan Porter will contact the 
potential members and get a meeting set up in 
early May.  Chairman Nick Johnson will meet 
with them also.  Members who couldn’t attend 
the initial meeting and others that wished to 
attend a meeting to find out more about the de-
scription of the committee will be visited by 
members of the council with hopes that a meet-
ing can be scheduled very soon. 
 New Business: 
 Emily informed us that Dave Anderson 
had contacted the office about coming on May 
6th to do a concert at OSL for the congregation 
and community with a free will offering being 
received.  The concert will begin at 7:00 P.M.  
They would not need housing. Pastor Dave will 
be the contact person and Emily will do the pub-
licity. 
  Dean Maruska motioned and Kairouan 
Porter seconded that a floral tribute be sent to 
Zion Lutheran for their Centennial Celebration in 
early June. 
  Rides to church were discussed.  If 
there are people that need a ride, they should 
contact Emily at the office and arrangements will 
be made. 
 Dean Maruska reminded the council 
that the month of May should be the time when 
we evaluate the job performance of the employ-
ees. 
 Janice Grochow motioned and Rachel 
Roggenbuck seconded that the meeting be ad-
journed. 
  We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 The next meeting will be May 16th at 7:00 
  
Respectfully submitted 
Carol Anderson 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes  
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Summer Youth Events 
 

June Acolytes 
June 5 – Alex Hamrick and Cody Kostrzewski 
June 12 – Lawn Chair Sunday 

June 19 – Jared Jevning and Joseph Olson 

June 26 – Chase Anderson 

 

Please remember to sign up to help 

with VBS. VBS is June 6-9.  Each day 

you help out you get 1 sermon 

note. Please contact the church of-

fice or register online if you are in-

terested.  Karen Rittman is the chair 

person for VBS this year. This year’s 

theme is “Pandamania” 

 

 

 

M.O.OS.E. Meetings will start again 

in September. 

 

The Ice Cream Stand Sign-Up 

 
 

The youth going to the National Youth Gathering 
in 2012 will be starting a fundraiser mid to late 
July.  The National Youth Gathering will be held in 
New Orleans, LA once again since 
there is still much to do and we 
were so appreciated in 2009. We 
are welcoming Fernando the Pink 
Flamingo back.  Here’s a reminder 
on how it works … 
 
1st You decide who’s yard you 
would like our large Pink Flamingo 
to visit. 
2nd You pay $15.00 to the cause 
3rd Then you call Heather at 201-
0019 or e-mail her at  (oslyouth@invisimax.com) 
(We will do our best to have our friend removed 
from your yard and placed in the next within 24-48 
hours.) 
4th We deliver our friend to that residence 
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May Attendance/Offering 

 

In Memory of Walt Wrolson 

To the Endowment Fund by: 

 Bill and Eliz Porter 

 Jack and Rita Walker 

 Leona Neegard 

 Alvin and Hazel Hendrickson 

 

To the Mission Fund by: 

 L. Peder and Karen Larson 

 

In Memory of Mable Tunheim 

To the Memorial Fund by: 

 Various Donors 

  5/2/2011- SG 5/1/2011 5/8/2011 5/15/2011- SG 5/15/2011 5/22/2011 5/29/2011 Misc. Total for May 

General  $        480.00   $  1,234.25   $ 1,784.00   $        730.00   $ 2,217.00   $  1,430.00      $7,875.25 

Project 2000  $          20.00   $        70.00   $      40.00   $          40.00    $50.00    $ 110.00  $330.00 

Mission  $          10.00     $      25.00   $          10.00    $50.00     $95.00 

Youth Group                 $0.00 

Endowment  $          25.00       $          15.00         $   70.00  $110.00 

Secretary Salary    $     200.00              $200.00 

VBS          $      55.00        $55.00 

Utilities           $150.00     $150.00 

Thrivent Choice                $ 141.00  $141.00 

WELCA    $        10.00              $10.00 

Total  $        535.00   $  1,514.25   $ 1,849.00   $        795.00   $ 2,272.00   $  1,680.00   $           -     $ 321.00  $8,966.25 

Attendance SG 78 118 SG 60 78  N/A 334 

Treasure’s Report General Account April 2011 

  

Balance on Hand $1,245.40 

Receipts 

General Offering $13,150.55 

Utilities  $500.00 

Sec. Salary  $200.00 

Easter  $1,445.00 

Lily Reimbursement $45.00 

Total Income $15,340.55 

  

Expenditures 

Our World Mission $0.00 

Salaries  $10,092.91 

Buildings  $1,975.25 

Education  $-115.82 

Activity   $118.88 

Office  $298.00 

Custodial  $83.69 

Parsonage  $92.96 

Total Expenditures $12,539.75 

 

 

Total Available $16,585.95 

Less Expenditures $12,539.75 

Balance on Hand $4,046.20 

 

 
Other OSL Accounts 

Project 2000 Offering  $305.00 

Project 2000 Balance  $10,048.68 

  

Mission Offering   $20.00 

Mission Fund Balance  $5,466.22 

  

Memorial Fund Offering  $0.00 

Memorial Fund Balance  $8,060.59 

  

Bremer CD   $40,000 

Bremer MM Fund   $9,053.95 



Use your values to guide financial decisions  
 
Your values serve as an important foundation for how you manage your money. Theyôre the things that are 
most important to youðfor example, your faith, family, friends, health, education or giving back. These val-
ues give you a rock-solid sense of who you are and what you believe in.  
 
Your values come from experiences in life. They also drive your decisions and actions. For example, if you 
value your health, you may exercise daily. If you value learning, you may continue your education by attend-
ing classes.  
 
Developing a clear and compelling list of your values makes it easier to choose how you want to use your 
time, talents and treasures. 
 

When it comes to your money, you have three choices: 

Share 
Save 
Spend  

 
As a steward of your resources, having a guideline for how you use your money can be helpful. 
 
Whatôs more, your values can be a clear, consistent guide to who you are and what you want to become. 
Investing time and energy to define your values and then aligning them with your actions is a powerful way to 
help you achieve your financial goals and live the life of  
your dreams.  
 
For more information on how your values can help you achieve your financial goals, contact Chad M. Erick-
son, FIC, Financial  Associate at  218-773-1181 or chad.erickson@thrivent.com today, or visit Thrivent.com. 
 
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. Securities 
and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a 
FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  
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 We finished quilting the last Tuesday in April.  Pick-up  day was May 

7th and we thank Al and Marilyn Chruszch for delivering them to Thief River 

Falls.  We were able to send 80 quilts to Lutheran World Relief and 4 more 

to the Mission in Grand Forks. 
 They have changed some of the items in the kits we send in the fall.  
We now need both towels, nail clippers, anklets or socks and hats in lay-

ettes.  I have never seen children’s socks at a rummage sale– so Elva– if your 

still willing to go to rummage sales for us, you know what to do!  Thank you 

for all you have done. 
 Thanks to all the ladies who so willing work Tuesdays and all the hours they spend at home 

sewing the school kit bags– quilt tops– making diapers– receiving blankets– crocheting hats– sweat-

ers– the list goes on and on.  There are also wonderful people out there that sew and contribute 

who can’t come on Tuesdays but their time is invaluable to us.   

 Still waiting for summer… 

 God Bless, 

 Mission Action 

mailto:chad.erickson@thrivent.com


Servant Leaders for June 
Leaders: 

Sarah Hedlund 745-4884 

Fredryce Sundby 745-4531 

 

Acolytes: 

June 5 Alex Hamrick and Cody Kostrzewski 

June 12 Worship at the park 

June 19 Jared Jevning and Joseph Olson 

June 26 Chase Anderson 

 

Ushers: 

June 5 Jerry Quanrud and Fredryce Sundby 

June 12 Worship at the park 

June 19 Dayle Anderson-Scherber and 

 Sara Hedlund 

June 26 Sara Hedlund and Fredryce Sundby 

 

Lectors: 

June 5 

June 12 Worship at the park 

June 19 Dayle Anderson-Scherber 

June 26 Sara Hedlund 

 

Flowers: Fredryce Sundby 

 

Coffee Hosts: 

June 5 Marceille Anderson and Betty Evin 

June 12 Worship at the park 

June 19 Alice Swanson and Liz Yeado 

June 26 Eileen Baird and Fredryce Sundby 

 

Nursery: Please attend your own children 

Communion Bread: Fredryce Sundby 

 

Communion Servers:  

June 5 Rachel Roggenbuck and Karen Rittmann 

June 19 

 

 

Melo Custodians: 

Kevin Hamrick May 29-June 5 (White) 

Donnie Hamrick June 12-19  (Red/White) 

Lowell Hamrick June 26-July 3 (Green) 
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June Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

June 1 Alex Norton 

  Jon O’Keefe 

 A– Linda & Wayne Hamrick 

June 2 Luann Johnson 

 A– Cole & Kathy Wittman 

June 3 Danielle Duckstad 

  Keaton Laymon 

June 4 Tony Hamrick 

  Gail Hamrick 

  Phil Hebert 

June 5 Faith Rud 

June 6 Leo Johnson 

  Addison Swope 

June 7 Ryan Gallagher 

  Danny Mattson 

  Maria Omdahl 

June 8 Ariana Porter 

 A– Jim & Belinda Folz 

 A– Jim & Jan Johnston 

June 9 Hallee Spidahl 

 A– Lyle & Arlys Trudell 

June 10 Cal Melgard 

  Brad Nelson 

 A-Jim & Pat Bjorgaard 

June 11 Elaine Myrfield 

  Randy Owens 

June 13 Harry Howard 

  Ava Wittman 

 A–Randy & Cindy Engelstad 

June 14 Elijah Donarski 

  Curt Myrfield 

 A-Jack & Delores Sedlacek 

June 15 Alex Porter 

June 16 Jayce Hapka 

 A-Bryan & Kathy Thygeson 

June 17 Earl Johnson 

  JoAnn Laymon 

June 18 Katie Benson 

  Gary Owens 

June 19 Lowell Goplin 

  Ervin Morkin 

 A– Curt & Debra Myrfield 

June 20 A-Lowell & Shirley 
Hamrick 

 A-Phil & Gloria Thompson 

June 21 Randy Engelstad 

 A- Jim & Mary Nicholls 

June 22 Irmy Haugen 

June 23 Dorothy Johnson 

 A-Brian & Denise Laymon 

June 24 Eliz Porter 

June 25 Michael Carlson 

  Nate Chandler 

  Vanessa Hacker 

 A-Mike & Donna Miller 

June 26 Jarrod Peterson 

 A-Jim & Karen Pearson 

June 27 Kacey Myrfield 

 A-Dean & Mary Chandler 

 A-Willis & Janice Grochow 

June 28 Cody Kostrzewski 

  Mike Otto 

 A-Wayne & Bev Torgerson 

June 29 Brenna Miller 

  Laura Nybladh 

June 30  

 A-Larry & Mary Laymon 

 A-Yoka & Tom Omdahl 

 A-George & Marie Owens 

 

 

 

 
 JUNE 2011   

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 30  31  1 

 

2  

 

3  4  

5 

 

New Member Sunday  

Holy Communion  

9:00 AM   Melo Worship  

9:30 AM   Adult Bible Study  

10:45 AM   Our Savior's Wor-

ship  

6 

 

 

6:00pm VBS  

7 

6:00pm VBS  

8 

6:00pm VBS  

7:30 PM   Sarah/

Dorcus Circle  

9  

6:00pm VBS  

10  

2:00 

PM   Lydia/

Phoebe Cir-

cle  

11  

12  

10:30 AM   Lawn Chair Sun-

day  

11:30 AM   Potluck  

13  14  

11:30 AM   Ebba 

Horgen Memorial 

Service  

 

15  

 

7:30 PM   Choir  

16  

 

17  18 2:00pm 50th 

Wedding Ann. 

Party for George & 

Marie Owens  

19  

 

 

Holy Communion  

9:00 AM   OSL Worship  

10:30 AM   Melo Worship  

2:00 PM   90th Birthday Party 

for Ervin Morkin  

20  

6:00 PM   Worship 

& Evangelism 

Committee Meet-

ing  

7:00 PM   OSL 

Council Meeting  

21  22  

 

23  

 

24  

Wedding 

Rehearsal  

25  

 

 

 

Torgerson Wed-

ding  

26  

9:00 AM   OSL Worship  

10:30 AM   Melo Worship  

27  28  29  

 

30  

 

1  2  



Dear Friends, 

 You "showered" me with cards and well-wishes on my 90th birthday.  Thank You!! 

 I am grateful for the memories I have of you and for the many stories and expressions that enhanced my mem-

ory.  Thank you for those visits with you via the many cards I received.  Greetings from my wife, Phyllis, and the rest of 

the family as well. 

 Keep looking up, and in the words of the Apostle Paul, "Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, for you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord." 

 Sincerely, in Christian Love, 

 Pastor Melvin Sucher  
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Synod Assembly Recap 
 Over 600 persons participated in the 2011 NW MN Synod Assembly, May 14-15 at Concordia 

College.  Voting members and visitors gave standing ovations to ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson, 

ELCA churchwide representative and preacher for the opening worship service. 
 Speaking to a packed house at Trinity Lutheran Church, Moorhead for a Town Hall Meeting the 

night before the assembly, Hanson challenged his hearers to engage in Three Great Listenings: lis-

tening to God’s Word, listening to the gifts God has given to our churches, and listening to 

the voices of the community-our mission field. 
 In one of the most surprising actions of the assembly, it took two ballots to elect a synod vice 

president, even thought there were only two nominees!  Saturday’s paper ballot resulted in an exact tie 

vote for nominees Becky Cusey (the incumbent, from Moorhead) and Allen Westby of Pelican Rapids.  A 

second paper ballot on Sunday resulted in the election of Westby.  Westby a long-time member of Cen-

tral Lutheran Church, rural Pelican Rapids.  He was a dairy farmer for some 25 years before beginning 

his current position as director of youth ministries and pastoral assistant at Hope Lutheran Church of 

Fergus Falls.  The assembly expressed gratitude to Ms. Cusey for eight years of faithful service as synod 

vice president. 
 Worship filled the assembly, with services of Holy Communion on Saturday afternoon and Sun-

day morning, and a contemplative service Prayers Around the Cross Saturday evening.  Addressing 

the assembly theme, Awe-Filled Worship: Doing Acts 2, keynoter Pr. Susan Briehl spoke about the “100,000 

Sundays” that have come and gone since Christ’s resurrection.  She linked awe-filled worship to the lives 

of Christians in God’s world: òWe practice confessing our sin and being reconciled to God and one another on 

Sunday morning so that we can live out that reconciliation in the world.  At this Table (the alter), we practice a 

way of breaking bread in the world.ó 

 The assembly addressed other items of business including: 
 Passing resolutions on congregational support for Lutheran campus ministries in Bemidji and Moor-

head, proclaiming July 10th as King James Bible Sunday in the synod, “Directions for Mission 2011”, 

support for border congregations and other mission partners, and speaking and acting to prevent 

bullying.  Four other resolutions failed to pass. 
 Approving a revised synod budget of $1,743,678 in expenditures for 2011 and a fiscal proposal of 

$1,746,038 in expenditures for 2012. 

 Approving the proposed Synod Compensation Guidelines for 2012. 
 Electing six members to the synod council, five members to the discipline committee, two members 

to the consultation committee and two nominees for the ELCA Church Council.  
 Over $9,290 on offering were received for the NWMN Synod Seminarian Scholarship Fund (50%) 

and the ELCA’s HIV/AIDS and Malaria Initiatives (50%) 
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