
Our Savior’s and Melo 

Lutheran Churches 

220 West Johnson Avenue 

Warren, Minnesota 56762 

www.oursaviors-

warren.com 

 

Pastor 

David Peterson 

oursaviors@invisimax.com 

Office 218-745-4232 

Parsonage 218-745-7505 

218-523-4595 (Viking) 

Cell 701-388-7364 

 

Office Staff 

Emily Swope 

osl@invisimax.com 

218-745-4478 

 

Youth Director 

Heather Goroski 

oslyouth@invisimax.com 

 

 

A video of OSL Sunday 
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cable channel 13. 

 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

Melo 9:00am 

Sunday School 9:30am 

Our Savior’s 10:45am 

MARCH 2010 

VOLUME 51, ISSUE 3 

OSL/Melo Faith Connection 

April is 
OSL’s month 
to deliver 
meals on 
wheels.  A 
sign up sheet will be posted on the 
office door shortly. 

Lent/Holy Week Worship Schedule 
Date Location Messenger 

3/9 Our Savior’s  

3/16 Our Savior’s Father Sylvester 

3/23 Sts. Peter & Paul Pr. Rittmann 

3/30 Grace Methodist Pr. Schnail 

4/6 1st Lutheran Pr. Gustafson 

4/13 Assembly of God Pr. Peterson 

4/20 Melo Pr. Peterson 

4/21 Our Savior’s Pr. Peterson 

4/22 1st Lutheran  

March 22 

Soup and 

Sandwich’s 

will be 

served by 

the youth group in 

the basement at 

6:00pm on March 

9th and 16th to 

help raise funds for 

the 2012 National 

Youth Gathering. 

First Communion Classes for the 5th grade class will 

meet Tuesday evenings in April and receive first com-

munion on May 1st.  Watch for more information to 

come in the mail. 

Pastoral Acts 
Funeral Service For: 
Florence Owens  
February 15, 2011 

The annual 
meeting for 
Pathways is 
Sunday, 
March 6, at 
Concordia Lu-
theran Church 

in Fertile.  The meeting begins 
at 2:00 with registration. Melo 
is entitled to have 1 voting rep-
resentative at this meeting and 
Our Savior's 2 voting represen-
tatives. 

Don’t forget 

to change 

your clocks 

on March 

12th before 

you go to 

bed! 



Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1 

 

 Faith through the years has been described 

with words like believe and trust. The letters of the 

word have been used in writing the description: For-

saking All I Trust Him. The him being God. Where 

trusting and believing are indicative of a relation-

ship; in this case the relationship between God and 

people. What makes this relationship unique is that it 

begins with, is sustained by and has God at its center. 

 As we live and continue to grow into this rela-

tionship as the people of God, there are some fea-

tures that are unique to this to it. During the season 

of Lent the community will look at five of those fea-

tures on Wednesday evenings as congregations 

gather for worship and fellowship. The theme for this 

year’s observance is Faith and Life. While Lent be-

gins on Ash Wednesday, March 9, the community’s 

gather in worship and fellowship around this theme 

will be happening on the five Wednesday evenings 

between Ash Wednesday and Holy Week. The sched-

ule for these weeks is as follows. 

 

Date Location Messenger  

3/16 Our Savior’s Father Sylvester 

3/23 Sts. Peter & Paul Pr. Rittmann 

3/30 Grace Methodist Pr. Schnail 

4/6 1st Lutheran Pr. Gustafson 

4/13 Assembly of God Pr. Peterson 

 

As the community gathers on these evenings an offer-

ing will be received. The cash received on the first 

three Wednesday evenings will go towards the local 

food shelf to help it in its ministry. The last two eve-

nings the offering will go to the Warren Ministerial. 

As in the past offerings received with a specific desti-

nation indicated will be forwarded to the indicated 

destination. 

 In addition to the Wednesday evenings, there 

will be a community Easter cantata presented on 

Palm Sunday, April 17, at 7:00 pm at the Covenant 

Church. More details pertaining to this event will be 

forthcoming.  

 This observance of Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, March 9, at 7:00 pm 

with Our Savior’s, Melo, 1st Lu-

theran and Immanuel coming together for a service 

that will include the imposition of ashes and Holy 

Communion. Our Savior’s will be the host for that 

service. 

 The observance will conclude with the ser-

vices during Holy Week. These include the Maundy 

Thursday on Wednesday, April 20, at 7:00 pm at 

Melo; the Maundy Thursday worship on April 21st at 

7:00 pm at Our Savior’s and the service on Good 

Friday, April 22nd , at 7:00 pm at 1st Lutheran. The 

Good Friday service also is a coming together of the 

Our Savior’s, Melo, 1st and Immanuel Lutheran 

churches. 

 A part of the faith expression that has become 

a part of the season of Lent especially is the gather-

ing of different non-perishable food items on Sunday 

mornings for the food shelf to compliment the mone-

tary gifts received on Wednesday evenings. Last year 

I introduced a guide for the gathering of the different 

food items that some found helpful. This year I am 

doing the same. The following list only a guide. You 

are welcome to bring any of the physical items for the 

food shelf as you are able. 

 

Date Food Items     

3/13 Peanut Butter/Jelly 

3/20 Pasta & Cereal 

3/27 Dried Beans, Peas, Rice, etc 

4/3 Canned soups 

4/10 Canned vegetables & fruit 

4/17  Paper products 

 

 As we move towards and into the season of 

Lent, I would also invite take time for daily connect-

ing with scripture if you do not do so already(there 

are devotional booklets in the narthex), to continue 

connecting, reconnecting or becoming a new partici-

pant with the extended faith family as we grow into 

this relationship God has forged with us; not only on 

Wednesdays or Sundays or when it is convenient, but 

EVERY day. 

 

Pastor Dave 
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DATE  ATTENDANCE        OFFERING 

January 30 112  $2,180.00 

February 6 92  $3,012.50 

February 13 106  $3,472.00 

February 20 56  $2,533.01 

February 27 Available Next Newsletter 

 

Total  366 $11,197.51 

February 2010 
  

General $10,577.51 Missions $20.00  

Project 2000 $400.00 Endowment $80.00 

Youth Group $100.00  

Food Shelf  $20.00 
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Treasure’s Report January 2011 
General Account 

 
Balance on Hand $9,918.47 
Receipts 
General Offering $9,619.25 
Utilities $150.00 
Staff Salaries $20.00 
125th DVD’s $50.00 
Total Income $$9,839.25 
 
Expenditures 
Our World Mission  $0.00 
Salaries    $9,076.76 
Buildings   $3,804.37 
Education   $141.64 
Activity    $412.33 
Office    $1,374.20 
Custodial   $175.24 
Parsonage   $0.00 
Total Expenditures  $14,984.54 
 
Total Available  $19,757.72 
Less Expenditures  $14,984.54 
Balance on Hand  $4,773.18 
 

Other OSL Accounts 

Project 2000 Offering  $490.00 

Project 2000 Balance  $9,060.14 

 

Mission Offering  $90.00 

Mission Fund Balance  $5,230.58 

 

Memorial Fund Offering $25.00 

Memorial Fund Balance $8,093.10 

 

Bremer CD   $40,000 

Bremer MM Fund  $8,999.58 
 

 
 

March 2011 Birthdays and Anniversaries 

If your birthday or anniversary is miss-

ing or incorrect please contact the 

church office. 

1 Austin Owens 
 Tim Strickler 
2 Erich Rittmann 
5 Jean Leverington 
8 Brody Andrzejewski 
9 Bill Porter 
10 Aubrie Roley 
11 Ethan Zutz 
12 Ernie Slusar 
13 Brittney Palm 
 OJ Peyton 
 Zach Riopelle 
 Sandra Solvik 
15 Kelly Myrfield 
 A– Jim & Diane Johnson 
 

16 Sara Morberg 
 Olivia Strickler 
17 Stacy Anderson 
18 Samantha Carlson 
 Gary Olson 
19 Doris Aase 
 Malley Maurstad 
20 David Peyton 
21 Kaitlyn Anderson 
22 Ben Gubrud 
23 Joel Flaten 
24 Dayle Anderson-Scherber 
 Alex Hebert 
25 Evelyn Engstrom 
26 Maggie Melgard 
 Mylo Carlson 

27 Jim Graham 
28 Kelsey Carriere 
 Nancy Mattson 
 Wyatt Myrfield 
29 HollyAnn Carlson 
 Pete Hanson 
 A– David & Lori Giles 
30 Mike Roggenbuck 
 Mara Wittman 
31 Brenna Benson 
 Jim Nicholls 
 Mike Slusar 
 



Council Meeting Minutes of  

Our Saviors Lutheran Church 

January 24, 2010 

 
Members Present: Nick Johnson, Carol Anderson, 

Karen Rittman, Pastor Dave, Dean Maruska, , Jason 

Clark, Jim Folz  and Ilene Estabrook 

Members Absent:  Rod Myrfield and Rachel Roggen-

buck 

Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Motion Second Ap-

proved (MSA) to accept report audit. 

Devotions read by Dean Maruska 

Minutes from December 20, 2010, council meeting 

was reviewed. Motion Accepted Approved (MSA). 

Pastors Report: 

- Attended the Warren Food Shelf annual meeting. 

Items to note: each congregation in the service area 

is entitled to one member and the pastor on the 

board that oversees the food shelf.  The service area 

for the Warren Food Shelf is Oslo, Alvarado, War-

ren and Viking.  The month of March is Foodshare 

month in the state of Minnesota. 

- Attended the Pathways Board meeting.  The annual 

meeting for Pathways is Sunday, March 6, at Con-

cordia Lutheran Church in Fertile beginning at 2 

pm.  Melo and Our Saviors are each entitled to one 

voting representative at the meeting. 

- The Re-Rooting event has been rescheduled for 

Saturday, March 5 at Mount St. Benedict in 

Crookston.  The time frame for the event has been 

made more compact with the goals and objectives 

remaining the same as the original flyer presented 

them. 

- Visitation – 9 home visits, 8 included communion, 

3 hospital visits, 2 nursing home visits.    

- In addition, the Pastor took two personal days to 

care for sick parents during which time the Warren 

Ministerial met.  Plans are taking shape for the up-

coming season of Lent.   

- February 20-27 Pastor Dave and Rena will be tak-

ing a vacation to Orlando. 

Oral Communications 

Dean discussed that the council needs to be mindful 

of the Parsonage exempt status by the charging of 

rent etc… The majority of time the residence needs to 

be a parsonage for it to maintain its tax-exempt status 

 

Committee Reports 

 

 

Stewardship and Mission: 

Pastor mentioned that he has kept the ministerial 

group up to date on the sign issue.  Nick noted that he 

would be getting the letter out this month. 

Worship and Evangelism: 

- 4 black, 32 grey, and 33 maroons choir robes have 

been sorted, what should be done with these robes 

will be discussed at the annual meeting 

- Postcards to those visiting the church will continue 

to be sent 

- It was decided that the welcome visitation of new 

families will continue, this will be done in May, 

September and December 

- Continued enrichment of our own members was dis-

cussed and how to reach out 

- The church has nice silk flower arrangements for all 

seasons other than winter; there is nothing for the 

pulpit unless a funeral has taken place.  The commit-

tee would like to purchase some silk ferns. 

- The servant groups are struggling to get people to 

serve.  The committee has some ideas that will be 

presented at the annual meeting. 

- Communion servers for February: 6 – Karen, Carol 

and Jason and the 20th – Ilene, Jim and Carol                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Education and Youth:  No report available 

Property and Management: 

Office locks completed, a few minor adjustments are 

needed. 

The parsonage basement not completed 

Replacing the door to the Narthex may be too costly, 

looking at other options 

Unfinished Business: 

Only one person has been willing to have their name 

submitted for church council. 

New Business: 

The council approved the request from the Worship 

and Evangelism Committee to purchase silk ferns. 

Up to $300 will be taken from the memorial fund. 

Dean laid out the agenda for the annual meeting, 

which will be Sunday January 30, 2011 following 

church. 

If council members are present the new council will 

meet briefly to select officers, if not that will occur at 

the first meeting of the new council in February. 

The next council meeting will be February 28 at 7:30 

with an optional appreciation dinner prior to the 

meeting at 6:00 p.m. at Melody’s Café. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted 

Ilene Estabrook 
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 MARCH  
YOUTH NEWS-LETTER 
 

Will meet March 2nd at regular times and will be 

given instructions on the remaining Wednesdays in 

March at that time.  Students are expected to at-

tend Lent services and take sermon notes. 

7th grade at 3:30pm 

8th grade at 4:45pm 

9th grade at 6:30pm 

 

March Acolytes 
March 6 - Ariana Porter and Kendall Hapka 

March 13 - Alex Hamrick 

March 20 - Ashlee Johnson and Cody Kostrzewski 

March 27 – Jared Jevning 

 

 

SOUP AND SANDWICH 

 

Buena Vista 

Ski Resort! 

Youth 6th grade -12th grade get ready because 

our annual ski day will be here soon! We will go 

skiing at Buena Vista Ski Resort in Bemidji MN 

March 5th 2011. This time a year has always 

worked out well for us.  The weather has always 

been beautiful and the roads good. You can 

bring money to eat there or pack a lunch. We 

will leave from OSL at 8am on Sat the 5th (please arrive at 

7:50 am) and arrive back to the church around 8pm.  The 

youth group will pay for supper at Happy Joes on the way 

home. 

The cost is…  

Lift ticket - $20.00, Ski rental - $15.00, Board rental - 

$25.00, tubing for 2 hours is $10.00. For both the ski and 

board rental you will also need a lift ticket. The youth 

group will pay for lessons for new skier’s.  

 

SR. HIGH YOUTH GATHERING 

The Senior High School (9th – 12th) Youth Gathering will 

be held Friday, April 1st – Sunday April 3rd at Young Life’s 

Castaway Club on Pelican Lake, near Detroit Lakes MN. 

The cost is…early bird is $135.00 by March 21st after the 

21st the cost is $150.00. Musician AGAPE (Dave Scherer) 

will be there. The keynote speaker is Pastor Caleb Lucien. 

He is the Founder and National Director of Hosean Interna-

tional Ministries (HIM) out of Pignon, Haiti. Please let 

Heather know if you are interested in attending. More info 

will follow once you are registered.  
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March Servants 

Leaders: 

Mike & Heather Goroski 745-6201 
Tim & Linda Conely  745-4897 
 
Ushers: 
March 6-  Curt Anderson, Mike, Levi, Nathan  
  Roggenbuck, Philip Olson 
March 13-  Curt Anderson, Mike, Levi, Nathan  
  Roggenbuck, Philip Olson 
March 20- Janice & Willis Grochow, Curt  
  Anderson, Wayne Spidahl 
March 27- Janice & Willis Grochow, Tim & Casey 
  Conely 
Lectors: 
March 6-  Nathan and Levi Roggenbuck 
March 13-  Irmy Haugen 
March 20- Karen Rittmann 
March 27- Karen Rittmann 
 
Psalm Readers- 
March 6-  6th grade 
March 13-  4th grade 
March 20- 5th grade 
March 27- 6th grade 
Flowers: Myron & Irmy Haugen 

Coffee Hosts: 
March 6-  Deb Schmidt & Heather Goroski 
March 13-  Janice Grochow & Ilayne Potucek 
March 20- Shawn Spidahl & Deb Zutz 
March 27- Kristin Andrzejewski & Linda Conely 
 
Nursery:  
March 6-  Julia Goroski 
March 13-  Jen Conely 
March 20- Angela Spidahl 
March 27- Cody Goroski 
 
Communion Servers: 
March 6- 
March 20- 
 
Communion Bread: Linda Conely 
 
Melo Custodians: 
March 6-13  Michael Carlson 
March 20-27 Gary Engstrom 
 

Worshipers at Our Saviors have an electronic option for making 
regular offerings. Contributions can be debited automatically from 
your checking or savings account.  Our electronic giving program 
offers convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  If you 
are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or 
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from at-
tending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted 
basis.  Contributions can be made weekly, bi-weekly, or on a monthly schedule.  It only takes a 
couple of minutes to sign up.  An authorization form and a “Frequently Asked Questions” flyer 
are available from the church office.  (non-members of OSL can also participate) 

Economy Affects Marriages!  
It takes a lot of effort just to make ends meet with today’s economy. Do you wish you could talk about something besides all the 
stresses in your life? A Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the time and tools to revitalize romance, deepen commu-
nication, and nourish the spirituality in your marriage.  
In a relaxed atmosphere, four presenting couples, including a Lutheran clergy couple, give a series of presentations followed by 
questions you discuss in the privacy of your hotel room. There is no counseling or required group sharing 
The next Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends in Minnesota are March 11-13 in Brooklyn Center and April 8-10 in Duluth. 
Please register several weeks in advance.  For more information, contact Dick & Judy Dehnel at 952-432-3105, Pete & Phyllis 
McMahon at 763-561-1575 or visit www.godlovesmarriage.org. 

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org/
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  MARCH 2011   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

Pastor Peterson on Vaca-

tion 

9:00 AM  Melo Worship 

9:30 AM  Sunday School 

10:45 AM  Our Savior's 

Worship 

28 

 

 

6:00 PM  Coun-

cil Appreciation 

Dinner 

1 

9:00 AM  ODC 

Bible Study 

1:00 PM  Quilt-

ing 

2 

9:30 AM  Staff Meet-

ing 

3:30 PM  7 Gr. Conf. 

4:45 PM  8 Gr. Conf. 

6:30 PM  9th Gr. Conf. 

7:00 PM  Choir 

3 

10:30 AM  Men's 

Bible Study 

4 5 

 

 

Ski Trip 

6 

Holy Communion 

9:00 AM  Melo Worship 

9:30 AM  7/8 Gr. Sunday 

School 

9:30 AM  Sunday School 

10:45 AM  Our Savior's 

Worship 

11:45 AM  11th Grade 

Confirmation 

7 

6:00 PM  Educa-

tion Committee 

Meeting 

8 

9:00 AM  ODC 

Bible Study 

11:30 AM  War-

ren Ministerial 

Association 

Meeting 

1:00 PM  Quilt-

ing 

9 

 

 

9:30 AM  Staff Meet-

ing 

3:30 PM  7 Gr. Conf. 

4:45 PM  8 Gr. Conf. 

6:00 PM   Choir     

6:00 PM  Soup and 

Sandwich 

7:00 PM  9th Gr. Conf. 

7:00 PM  Ash Wednes-

day 

10 

10:30 AM  Men's 

Bible Study 

11 

2:00 

PM  Lydia/

Phoebe Cir-

cle 

12 

 

 

Chandler Wed-

ding 

13 

9:00 AM  Melo Worship 

9:30 AM  Sunday School 

10:45 AM  Our Savior's 

Worship 

12:30 PM  6-12th MOOSE 

MTG 

14 15 

9:00 AM  ODC 

Bible Study 

1:00 PM  Quilt-

ing 

16 

9:30 AM  Staff Meet-

ing 

3:30 PM  7 Gr. Conf. 

4:45 PM  8 Gr. Conf. 

6:00 PM  Choir      

6:00 PM  Soup and 

Sandwich 

7:00 PM  9th Gr. Conf. 

7:00 PM  Lent Service 

17 

10:30 AM  Men's 

Bible Study 

18 19 

20 

Holy Communion 

9:00 AM  Melo Worship 

9:30 AM  Sunday School 

10:45 AM  Our Savior's 

Worship 

21 22 

9:00 AM  ODC 

Bible Study 

1:00 PM  Quilt-

ing 

23 

9:30 AM  Staff Meet-

ing 

3:30 PM  7 Gr. Conf. 

4:45 PM  8 Gr. Conf. 

6:00 PM Choir       

7:00 PM  9th Gr. Conf. 

7:00 PM  Lent Service 

24 

10:30 AM  Men's 

Bible Study 

25 26 

27 

 

 

NO Sunday School 

9:00 AM  Melo Worship 

10:45 AM  Our Savior's 

Worship 

28 

6:30 PM  Wor-

ship & Evangel-

ism Committee 

Meeting 

7:30 PM  OSL 

Council Meeting 

29 

9:00 AM  ODC 

Bible Study 

1:00 PM  Quilt-

ing 

30 

9:30 AM  Staff Meet-

ing 

3:30 PM  7 Gr. Conf. 

4:45 PM  8 Gr. Conf. 

6:00 PM  Choir      

7:00 PM  9th Gr. Conf. 

7:00 PM  Lent Service 

31 

10:30 AM  Men's 

Bible Study 

1 2 



Our Savior’s/ Melo Lutheran Churches 

220 West Johnson Avenue 

Warren, MN 56762 

March 13 Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 

 Psalm 32 

 Romans 5:12-19 

 Matthew 4:1-11 

March 20 Genesis 12:1-4a 

 Psalm 121 

 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 John 3:1-17 

 

March 6 Exodus 24:12-18 

 Psalm 2 

 2 Peter 1:16-21 

 Matthew 17:1-9 

March 9 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

 Psalm 51:1-17 

 2 Corinthians 5:20b-

6:10 

 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

LESSONS FOR MARCH  
March 27 Exodus 17:1-7 

 Psalm 95 

 Romans 5:1-11 

 John 4:5-42 


